





























For over 20 years, the Nature Discovery Preschool program, devel-
oped by Hitchcock Center educator Colleen Kelley, engages young
children’s natural curiosity about their surroundings giving them many
ways to investigate, navigate, and discover the mysteries of the
natural world with their parents.

Hitchcock Center educator Jennifer Unkles attaches a coded tag
on a butterfly as part of a citizen science project designed to
help researchers better understand this amazing long-distance
journey.

Under the direction of Hitchcock Center educator, Casey Beebe, over
120 children ages 6-11 participated in Summer Camp, combining fun
outdoor learning experiences with recreation and exercise that encour-
ages healthy living and healthy kids. Camp scholarships allowed 11 chil-
dren from economically disadvantaged families to attend this year.

Approximately 40 paddlers explored some of the most pictur-
esque areas of the Fort River between Amherst’s Kiwanis Park
and Groff Park. At Groff Park, participants were greeted with

music, a family-fun rubber duck derby, and hands-on activities
to help them learn more about this important water resource.



HENRY STREET SALAMANDER TUNNELS

On Saturday, December 12, 2008, Hitchcock Center eductor A group of over 10 Hitchcock Center staff and volunteers
Micky McKinley explored "Small Animals Up Close" with family cleaned out debris built up in the Henry Street Salamander Tun-
members during Hitchcock Center’s ongoing Family Saturday nels and mended the drift fences damaged over the winter in
Science series. preparation of the annual spring migration of amphibians.

On May 30, 2009, Bob Leverett ("old growth forest evangelist Students attending the Spring Vacation Camp from April 20-24,
of the east") led an interpretive hike through old growth forests 2009 helped to re-install ceramic butterfly tiles made by chil-

at the Mohawk Trail State Park. His widespread travels have led dren at the Common School as part of a community service

to a large database of tree measurements and an encyclopedic learning project that helped establish the Larch Hill Conserva-

knowledge of the significant remaining forests of the eastern U.S. tion Area's interpretive butterfly trail.
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